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Course Description:

This course is designed as a vocational ESL bridging pathway for advanced level non-native speakers of English who want language preparation before enrolling in a college level Nursing Assistant course. This course teaches students essential listening, speaking, reading and writing skills typically required of nursing assistants. Those skills include nursing vocabulary, language functions, idiomatic expressions, spelling, written procedures, medical abbreviations, recording vital signs and documentation skills and strategies for dealing with patients and co-workers in a health care setting. The course content is customized to meet students’ needs in the areas of oral communication skills, pronunciation, nursing vocabulary reading comprehension, note taking, completing reports, recording information, following procedures, problem solving and critical thinking skills. Students will receive the American Heart Association CPR Training and take the AHA CPR exam in order to receive their CPR Card. Students are expected to access Blackboard and the Internet either through on campus computers or from a personal computer in order to complete homework assignments.  
Course Objectives
This course will:

· present ways to use language for specific functions in health care training and employment situations;

· present and provide practice with pronunciation rules;

· develop listening comprehension skills in academic settings;

· provide authentic text and materials related to nursing assistants and health care institutions;

· present authentic language specific to health care training and employment situations;

· present and provide practice in vocabulary, spelling, medical word parts and anatomic terms;

· provide models and practice for measuring and reporting out measurements;

· present and provide practice in common nursing assistant procedures;

· develop problem solving and critical thinking skills.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have the language skills that will enable them to:

· demonstrate effective communication skills with nursing instructors, medical staff, patients and other health care customers both internal and external;
· follow instructions using key vocabulary as identified in the materials for teaching manual skills to nursing assistants in Oregon;
· use appropriate surveying strategies, such as previewing, skimming, and scanning;

· apply appropriate reading and critical thinking strategies, such as recognizing, interpreting, analyzing, comparing, synthesizing, and evaluating;

· identify and interpret aspects of content, such as topic, theme, main ideas, supporting ideas, inferred ideas, facts and opinions;

· use note cards to support learning and to prepare for unit reviews and exams;

· complete typical unit review assessments using a variety of review methods (i.e. sentence completion, word-definition, matching, true or false, multiple choice etc.)

· write short notes using nursing vocabulary and medical terminology appropriate to a nursing assistant in a health care setting;

· identify and correct errors in spelling, vocabulary usage, definitions and procedural sequence.
Length of Course:
120 hours/term

Grading Criteria:

Letter grade (A-F)
Completion 
Assessment: The following criteria will determine the final grade:

Attendance and participation


25%

Homework





10%

Unit reviews



  

25%

Mid term





15%

Final exam





15%

Team project





10%
Grading Scale:






A = 92-100%





B = 84-91%





C = 75-83%




D = 66-74%





F = below 66%

Students are expected to average 75% or higher on the above assessment criteria in order to pass the course.
Prerequisites:
Instructor consent and placement into ESL 035 - Advanced Communication Skills; ESL 055 – Advanced Reading/Writing, and ESL 045 - Advanced Grammar. Student can take the ESL Placement Tests to determine their level.
Textbook:
Introduction to Nursing Assisting: Building Language Skills, Rita Frey and Lisa Shearer Cooper


Workbook to Accompany Introduction to Nursing Assisting: Building Language Skills, Rita Frey and Lisa Shearer Cooper
Materials Used:
Audio cassettes, video cassettes, overhead projector

Methods Used:
A variety of student groupings is used: whole group, small group, pair and individual.  Students will participate in individual and group projects and/or interviews with native speakers.

Progress Checks:

Homework, quizzes, pair interactions, group discussions, team 
participation, unit reviews, mid-term and final exams, out-of-
class projects

.
Major Topic Outline:


Core Topics

1. Introduction to health care in the U.S. and nursing assisting

2. Scientific principles for nursing assistants
3. Basic human needs and communication

4. Infection and infection control
5. Safety and mobility
6. Measuring and recording vital signs
7. Patient care and comfort
8. Nutrition and diet
9. Special care procedures
10. Body systems, common disorders and related care procedures

Supplemental Topics
11. Other health care settings

12. Expanded role of the nursing assistant

13. Employment opportunities and career growth
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